
Solving		Systems	of	Equations	Using	Linear	Combinations	
“How	to	Eliminate	a	Variable”	

Stack	the	equations	so	
the	variables	line	up.	

Can	I	eliminate	a	variable		
by	adding	the	equations?	

Yes	 No	

Can	I	multiply	one	equation	by	a	number,	
then	add	the	equations?	

Do	it!	

Multiply	both	equations	by	different	numbers.		
Then,	add	the	equations.	

Yes	 No	

Do	it!	


